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A (Very) Little Bit About
How “Generative Al” Works



Step1 Step 2 Step 3

Collect demonstration data Collect comparison data and Optimize a policy against the

and train a supervised policy. train a reward model. reward model using the PPO
reinforcement learning algorithm.
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On Bullshit

The bullshitter is neither on the side of the
true or the side of the false. His eye is not
on the facts at all. He does not reject the

authority of the truth, as the liar does, and
oppose himself to it. He pays no attention

to it at all. By virtue of this, bullshit is a
greater enemy of the truth than lies are.

— Harry Trankfurt —



A Problem With Al-Based Credit Models

A.L tools fueled a 34% spike in Microsoft’s water

consumption, and one city with its data centers is T T

Morao 3 oS concerned about the effect on residential supply
BY MATT O'BRIEN, HANNAH FINGERHUT AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS °<:

GENDERGP September 9, 2023 an;:OIAM EDT
Embracing Al-Generated Content: A C CG C a t a lyst

Positive Step Towards Gender-Affirmative
Information

A Health Care Algorithm Offered Less Care to Black f“ trans] a_tion is
jeopardizing Afghan

Patients
A study shows the risks of making decisions using data that reflects inequities in American society. asyl u m claim S

Cost-cutting translations are introducing errors
and putting refugees at risk.

uture @ tense

How Algorithmic Bias Hurts
People With Disabilities

Though a huge portion of the population lives with a disability, it
comes in many different forms, making bias hard to detect, prove,

and design around.
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Boston University Suggests Replacing Striking Grad
Students With Al

t waBmenol (Yourube)

By ALEXANDRA REEVE GIVENS
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ar ,(lv > cs > arXiv:2304.02819 R
_ In response to a grad student worker strike, the school recommends that staff utilize generative Al tools “to give feedback or

facilitate ‘discussion’ on readings or assignments.”

\3 Tony Ho Tran  Updated Mar. 28, 2024 3:40PM EDT / Published Mar. 28 412:31PM EDT f '.:;
o Fngage generative Al tools to give feedback or facilitate “discussion’

on readings or assignments

Computer Science > Computation and Language

[Submitted on & Apr 2023 (v1), last revised 10 Jul 2023 (this version, v3)]

GPT detectors are biased against non-native English writers

Weixin Liang, Mert Yuksekgonul, Yining Mao, Eric Wu, James Zou



Artificialintelligence  Revealed: a California city is training Al : :
to Spot homeless encampments EXC].US].VQ: Google Contract ShOWS Dea]. W].th

FL_; || e | Israel Defense Ministry

The Israeli Ministry of Defense, according to the document, has its own
“landing zone” into Google Cloud—a secure entry point to Google-provided
computing infrastructure, which would allow the ministry to store and process

data, and access Al services.

L ] , .
TaCkllng healthcare S blggeSt burdens The ministry sought consulting assistance from Google to expand its Google
With generative AI Cloud access, seeking to allow “multiple units” to access automation

technologies, according to a draft contract dated March 27, 2024. The contract
July 10, 2023 | Article

shows Google billing the Israeli Ministry of Defense over $1 million for the

consulting service.

N d Benefits Data Trust
The introduction of Al technologies in warfare, particularly through systems like IDF’s targeting ava a n e ne I s a a r u s
program “Gospel,” has significantly obscured the traditional distinctions between combatants and civilians. pa rt ne r to exp I o re how AI ca n
This development introduces profound concerns regarding civilian safety and challenges the foundational ] =
support public benefits
L]
navigators

engagement of targets, relies on intricate algorithms that process extensive data to make immediate Nava, Benefits Data Trust, and strategic advisors from government, academia,

norms of international armed conflict.

“Gospel,” engineered for heightened efficiency (not necessarily precision) in the identification and

decisions. This dependence on technology during combat complicates established military ethics and blurs and civil society are exploring how generative Al can support benefits navigators
the definitions of legitimate targets. to quickly enroll people in government benefits programs so they have more
time to spend with the families they serve.
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For the Love of God, Don't Let Al Choose Your
Mushrooms

Artificial intelligence isn't a reliable source of information. Why trust it with your life?

By Dennis Lee Published September 14, 2023 | Comments (13) 0 o @




When Artificial Intelligence
The Al design of your email is clever, but Gets It wrong

significantly lacks warmth.
Unregulated and untested Al technologies have put innocent people at risk of being
wrongly convicted.

Would it be possible to be contacted by a
human being moving forward instead of Al?

WERVAGERLES

The use of such biased technology has had real-world consequences for
innocent people throughout the country. To date, six people that we know
of have reported being falsely accused of a crime following a facial

It's not an Al. I'm jUSt Autistic. recognition match — all six were Black. Three of those who were falsely

accused in Detroit have filed lawsuits, one of which urges the city to gather

more evidence in cases involving facial recognition searches and to end

See you next Fflday the “facial recognition to line-up pipeline.”




THE PROBLEM IS NOT AND NEVER HAS BEEN THAT "Al" IS OUT OF
STEP WITH HUMAN VALUES; IT'S THAT THE VALUES WITH WHICH
"Al" IS IN STEP ARE
A) EXTREMELY HUMAN, AND ALSO, IN VERY LARGE PART, BOTH

B) WOEFULLY UNDER-EXAMINED, AND
C) TERRIBLE.



BAD BLOOD

Trump Pleads Ignorance After Sharing
Al-Generated Taylor Swift Images

The former president says he's not worried about getting sued because he
didn't generate the images himself

BY NAOMI LACHANCE

TAYLOR WANTS YOL

TAYLOR WANTS YOU

TT?VUZTE FOR VUTE
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New Hampshire investigating fake
Biden robocall meant to discourage
voters ahead of primary




PARADIGMATIC CAPTURE

* THAT OUR CURRENT CULTURAL CONTENTION AROUND
EVEN HAVING A CONVERSATION ABOUT DEMOCRATIC OR
MULTICULTURAL VALUES HAS ARISEN IN EXACTLY THE
MOMENT THAT THE MOST RECENT WAVE OF "Al" CAPTURES
THE PUBLIC IMAGINATION IS TELLING IN ITS OWN RIGHT




PARADIGMATIC CAPTURE

* THAT OUR CURRENT CULTURAL CONTENTION AROUND
EVEN HAVING A CONVERSATION ABOUT DEMOCRATIC OR
MULTICULTURAL VALUES HAS ARISEN IN EXACTLY THE
MOMENT THAT THE MOST RECENT WAVE OF "Al" CAPTURES
THE PUBLIC IMAGINATION IS TELLING IN ITS OWN RIGHT

* WHOEVER CONTROLS THE DEFINITION OF A THING
CONTROLS THE CONVERSATION AROUND THAT THING, AND
CONTROLLING THE CONVERSATION SHAPES THE CULTURAL
NARRATIVE.




AND OBFUSCATION, MISINFORMATION, AND
DISINFORMATION, ARE MECHANISMS OF
CONTROL



Objectivity, Facts, Intersubjectivity, & the
Situatedness & Consiruction of Knowledge

Fig. 1.1. Truth-to-Nature. Campanuila foliis
hastatis dentatis, Carolus Linnaeus, Hortus
Cliffortianus (Amsterdam: n.p., 1737), table 8
(courtesy of Staats- und Universitétsbibliothek
Gottingen). Drawn by Georg Dionysius Ehret,
engraved by Jan Wandelaar, and based on close
observation by both naturalist and artist, this
illustration for a landmark botanical work

(still used by taxonomists) aimed to portray the
underlying type of the plant species, rather
than any individual specimen. It is an image of
the characteristic, the essential, the universal,
the typical: truth-to-nature.

Fig. 1.2. Mechanical Objectivity. Snowflake, Fig. 1.3. Trained Judgment. Sun Rotation 1417, Aug.-Sept. 1959 (detail), Robert Howard,
Gustav Hellmann, with microphotographs Véclav Bumba, and Sara F. Smith, Atlas of Solar Magnetic Fields, August 1959 — June

by Richard Neuhauss, Schneekrystalle: 1966 (Washington, DC: Carnegie Institute, 1967) (courtesy of the Observatories of the
Beobachtungen und Studien (Berlin: Micken- Carnegie Institution of Washington, DC). This image of the magnetic field of the sun
berger, 1893), table 6, no. 10. An individual mixed the output of sophisticated equipment with a “subjective” smoothing of the data—
snowflake is shown with all its peculiarities the authors deemed this intervention necessary to remove instrumental artifacts: trained
and asymmetries in an attempt to capture judgment. (Please see Color Plates.)

nature with as little human intervention as

possible: mechanical objectivity.
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WE CAN'T TECHNOFIX OUR WAY OUT
OF VALUES PROBLEMS



WE CANT TECHNOFIX OUR WAY OUT
OF VALUES PROBLEMS

The Deeper Problem With Google’s

Racially Diverse Nazis

Generative Al is not built to honestly mirror reality, no matter what its

creators SdY.

By Chris Gilliard



BRINGING US TO THE CENTRAL QUESTION:

> Whose Values Do We Want Embedded in
These Technologiese



Administration Priorities The Record

OCTOBER 30, 2023

Executive Order on the Safe, Secure,
and Trustworthy Development and
Use of Artificial Intelligence

= Microsoft

UN News
Global perspective Human stories

193 countries adopt first-ever global agreement on the Ethics of Artificial
Intelligence

25 November 2021 | Culture and

Zhuang Rongwen, Director of the Cyberspace Administration of China

Zheng Shajie, Director of the Mational Development and Reform Commission
Minister of Education Huai Jinpeng

Wang Zhigang, Minister of Science and Technology

Jin Zhuanglong, Minister of Industry and Information Technology

Minister of Public Security Wang Xiachong

Cao Shumin, Director of the State Administration of Radio and Television

July 10, 2023

easures for Generative Artificial Intelligence Service Management

European Parliament

Artificial Intelligence Act: deal on
comprehensive rules for trustworthy

Al

o Press Releases 09-12-2023 - 00:04




Center for Humane Al Studies
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IF WE WANT TECHNOLOGICAL SYSTEMS WHICH DO
NOT DEPEND ON PREDATORY AND EXTRACTIVE
LOGICS OR SOCIAL FRAMEWORKS, AND WHICH

FUNDAMENTALLY RESPECT THE RIGHTS AND DIGNITY

OF PEOPLE, THEN WE MUST IDENTIFY, ARTICULATE,

CONFRONT, AND DECONSTRUCT THE VALUES THAT

BROUGHT US TO THE SYSTEMS WE HAVE, AND WORK

VERY HARD, AND VERY INTENTIONALLY, TO BUILD
SOMETHING MORE EQUITABLE AND MORE
OVERARCHINGLY JUST, IN THEIR PLACE.
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