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A (Very) Little Bit About
How “Generative AI” Works





On Bullshit











THE PROBLEM IS NOT AND NEVER HAS BEEN THAT "AI" IS OUT OF
STEP WITH HUMAN VALUES; IT'S THAT THE VALUES WITH WHICH

"AI" IS IN STEP ARE
A) EXTREMELY HUMAN, AND ALSO, IN VERY LARGE PART, BOTH

B) WOEFULLY UNDER-EXAMINED, AND

C) TERRIBLE.







PARADIGMATIC CAPTURE
• THAT OUR CURRENT CULTURAL CONTENTION AROUND

EVEN HAVING A CONVERSATION ABOUT DEMOCRATIC OR
MULTICULTURAL VALUES HAS ARISEN IN EXACTLY THE
MOMENT THAT THE MOST RECENT WAVE OF "AI" CAPTURES
THE PUBLIC IMAGINATION IS TELLING IN ITS OWN RIGHT
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• WHOEVER CONTROLS THE DEFINITION OF A THING
CONTROLS THE CONVERSATION AROUND THAT THING, AND
CONTROLLING THE CONVERSATION SHAPES THE CULTURAL
NARRATIVE.



AND OBFUSCATION, MISINFORMATION, AND 
DISINFORMATION, ARE MECHANISMS OF 

CONTROL



Objectivity, Facts, Intersubjectivity, & the 
Situatedness & Construction of Knowledge





WE CAN'T TECHNOFIX OUR WAY OUT 
OF VALUES PROBLEMS
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BRINGING US TO THE CENTRAL QUESTION:

 Whose Values Do We Want Embedded in 
These Technologies?







IF WE WANT TECHNOLOGICAL SYSTEMS WHICH DO 
NOT DEPEND ON PREDATORY AND EXTRACTIVE 
LOGICS OR SOCIAL FRAMEWORKS, AND WHICH 

FUNDAMENTALLY RESPECT THE RIGHTS AND DIGNITY 
OF PEOPLE, THEN WE MUST IDENTIFY, ARTICULATE, 
CONFRONT, AND DECONSTRUCT THE VALUES THAT 

BROUGHT US TO THE SYSTEMS WE HAVE, AND WORK 
VERY HARD, AND VERY INTENTIONALLY, TO BUILD 

SOMETHING MORE EQUITABLE AND MORE 
OVERARCHINGLY JUST, IN THEIR PLACE.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND 
ATTENTION.

CONTACT:
DAMIEN.P.WILLIAMS@CHARLOTTE.EDU 

mailto:Damien.P.Williams@charlotte.edu
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